Date,

1920.

Jan., or Feb,

¢

31/10/"1 20,
-/[3/'“ 21 »

1/3/'21.

1873/ 21,

-/4/121,

- =f4/121,

‘/14/'21 .

25/6 /121,

27/5/121,

do .

_a77(2)/3

OPERATIONS OF NO.l COMPANY,

Operat ion,

Destruction of 100 ton crane

- at North Vall,

Attempt to rescue Kevin Barry.

Ormond Quay Ambush.,

Berkeley Rd, Ambush,

e

North Frederick St.
- Ambush,

Raid on Model Farm
for car,

Raid on Pullar Phibbs.
machinery destroyed,
tools comunandeered.

Removal of munitions
from Plunkett's,
Fitzwilliam St.

Fur ther removal of above
two days later,

Burning of Custom House.

Raid on Tramway Co.
High Street,

Derailment of train at
St.Ann'ade.,Drumcondra.

Faiu or Taxes uffice,
neesav 3treet.

Fames of those engaged,

F. Higgins. ;
Full Coy. mobilised,

J. Horgan, M. Lanigen,

C. Shelly, J. O'Farrell,

H. O'Farrell, M.Muldoon,
M.Dunne, J. Cusack, - loore,
P, Gilsenan, J. D'Arcy,

P,E, Mulcahy, J. O'Connor,
J. Halligan,R.lN.Brady,

M, Cremen,

M. lanigen, M. Muldoon,

M. Kelly, D, Jevons,

B, O'Reilly, J. Brophy, |
E. Kelly, J. Halligan, .
M. Derham, J. Cusack,P,Byrne,
M. Dunne, J., O'Counor,
P.O'Neill, P. Gilsenan,

M. Cremen,

D, Dwyer (killed),M. Lanigan
(serious wound), M. Muldoon
(slight wound), - Power
OfMeara (slight wound),P.Byrne.
. Kelly, L. Duff, J.D'Arqy,
J.Cusack, J. Halligan,

P. O'Neill, M, Kelly,
E.Corcoran, J. Brophy,

P, Gilsenan,J. O'Connor,

C. Walker, R.N.Brady.

M. Cremen, E.Corcoran,
P, O'Neill,V. Gogarty(? 2 ors).

E. Kelly, R.N. Brady,
M. Muldoon, M, Dunne,
D, O'Reilly,D.Jevons,P. Byrne,

E. Corcoran, E. Kelly,
D. Jevons, M. Dunne,
J. Cusack, J. Higgins,

J. Higgins, J. Cusack,
I, Dunne,

E. Kelly, E, Corcoran,
J.D'arcy, M. Dunne,R. N.Brady,.
. Cremen.

J . HOI‘ gﬂn M.Muldo i 3
T. O'Reilly, F.Higgins,
D, Jevons, C.Shelly,R,N. Brady.

M.Monaghan, J.Halllgan,
F.Higgins,R.Corcoran,D, O!Re:lly
D.Jevons, J.Cusack, H.Dunnl, ol
C.Shelly,M.Cremen, h.hyBraéyﬁ

B. Qorcora; , J, D'Aray,g-f




No,

1l Coy. Contd,

Date.
5/6/121.
-/6//' 21.

"/’6}‘/,’ 21 s

17/6/121.

Nov,1919.

21/12/119,

Apl.to Nov,
1919,

11/9/120.

12/9/120.

31/10/120.

Feb,'21 to
- Truce.,

20/3/121.

25-26/3/21.

25/5/121.

o

Operation.

Attempt on Troop Train
at Killester, .

Military ambulance burned
in Dorset Street,

At tempt on spy in Donore
Avenue.,

~ Raid on College of Science

for funds.

QEERATIONS OF NO.

A??(z)/m

Names of those engaged.

E,., Corcoran.
J. Kelly,E.Kelly,M,Dunne,
R.N.Brady,M.Molloy,E.Corcoran,

D.,Jevons,R.N.Brady,M.Crenen,
E.Qorecoran, (2 4 or 8 ors.).

J. D'Arcy, V.Gogarty, W.Hughes,
C.Shelly, R.N.Brady, M.Cremen.

2. COUPANY.

s

Volunteer Convention
(Armed Guard),

Suppression of Irish
Independent.

-

Armed guard for other
Companies in Parnell Square.

Raid on Aldborough House,

Bxperiment with 18 Pounder
Shell at Glen Dhu.

Attempt to release Kevin
Barry.

-

Armed Street patrols,

Attack on Troop Train at
Killester., (Bxplosives
supplied by No.2 Coy.and
handcd over %o J.Plunkett,
ifc.).

Removal of arms and equipment
from Company Dump (Keegan's

Yard ), also removal from
Q.M's House,

Burning of Custom House,

i sl P TEEI

My T

E Viheelan, J.Byrne, P.Purfield,
T.Keegan attended Convention,

G.Holohan, T.Keegan, J.Cripps,
JJMurphy, L.Whelan, M.Slater on
parade but not sent.

P,Purfield,F.Kelly, C.Farrelly,
J. Saunders, J. Murphy.

T.Keegan, E.Whelan, J.,Murphy,
M.Kelly, M.Ford, J.Kenny, J.Kelly,
J.O'Reilly, L.O'Doherty,J.Byrne,
P, O'Brien, L.Whelan,

T.Keegan, J.Cripps, J.Murphy,

P.,Purfield, E.Whelan, H.Tierney,
P,0'Brien, L.0'Doherty,J. Byrne,
J.Fleming, L.Whelan, R,Sherlock,

Full Company parade,

T.Keegan, M.Kelly, P.Purfield,
J.Murphy, J.Kelly, L.Whelan,
H.Coughlan,J.Coyle, E.Vhelan,
R.Sherlock, J,.Sherlock,J. Kenny,
L.Regan, M.Forde, T,0'Donohue,
J.Grace, J.Byrne, G.,Walker,
J.0'Connor, P.0'Brien,J.Saunders,
H.Tierney, M.Slater, T,McLoughlin,
L.Power,J.Duffy, P.Holohan,J.Bent,
M.Rodgers, F.Kelly.

J. O'Reilly, J. Murphy, M, Kelly.

M.Kelly, J.Byrne, T.O'Donohue,
P.,Purfield,E.Whelan, L.Whelan,
T.McGuinness, J.McCrann,
J.8aunders, J,Duffy, J.Kelly,
J.Doyle, J, Kenny.

H.Coughlan,P.0'Brien,M,Doody, ]
H.Tierney,L.Power,J.Grace,A.fa@p,
J.Nolan,T,McGuinness,P,Rossiter
J.Kenny,M.Brennan,J,Saunders
D.Rooney,P.Burke,L.Whelan,
J.lurphy. T

} 3 (s




N¢ _Coy.

Contd.

Date,

5/6/121,
25/6/121.

Whit '21.

May to

JUly ’21»
May, '21,
May '21.

31/5/121,
25/6/121,

June.'21,
9/7/' 21,

1921,

March '22.

v/4/182,

18/3/121.,

Sat.before
Truce.

3/4/122,

Operat ion.

Troop Train Killester,

do .

Seizure of P,0, Bquipt.
at Baldoyle.,

Raids on G.S.R.North Wall, H.Coughlan,

2 Tenders and Beer
destroyed,

Food supplies for Auxies
destroyed at Summerhill.

Seizure of motor car and
tools, Dublin Dockyard,.

Mine-laying,Lr .Iucan Rd.

Dollymount Coastguard
Station destroyed.

Wireless appts, for
Belfast seized at G.N.R.

Raid on Wallis' Yard,
Empress Place,

Belfast Boycott
Intelligence,

Freeman's Journal raid,

Bonded Stores, Custom
House raid, .

Raid on RBdiswan's for
electrical equipment,
Attempt to ambush R.I.C,
at Portmarnock.

(? cancelled),

Armed parade, Smithfield.

A77 (2)

Names of those engaged,

L.,%Whelan,R,8herlock,J.0'Reilly,
T.McGuinness,J.McCrann,M,Brennan,
J.Saunders,R.McLoughlin,J.Sher lock,
J.Kenny.

H.Coughlan, E.Kelly, R.Sherlock,
L.0'Doherty, L.Whelan,T McGuinness,
P.Rossgiter, J.McCramn, J.Kelly,
J.boyle, J,Saunders,

J.O'Reilly ,E.%Whelan,P, Purfield,
J.Murphy, J.Kelly, J.Duffy,
L.Whelan, J.S8aunders,R.Sherlock,
l,Lynch,

T.McGuinness, J.McCrann,
M.Crody, J. Monaghan,P, Rossiter,

R. Macken,

J.8her lock, J,8aunders, M.Brennan,
M. Rodgers, L. O'Brien.

H.Coughlan,
J+Byrne, P,
J.McCrann,

J «Murphy,T.McGuinness,
O*Brien, T.Garrett,

P.Purfield,

P.Purfield, L.,Whelan, H.Coughlan,
M.Lynch, T.MeGuinness, P,Rossiter,
R.McLoughlin, J.McCrann,J,McGowan,
£.0'Grady, J.Malcoluson, M.Rodgers,
J.Saunders, J.Monaghan, M,Rodgers
(decd.).

H.Coughlan, J.McCrann, M.Doody,
T.McGuinness.

Fkeliy, L. Whe lan,J,Sherlock, !
M.Brennan, J.8aunders, i

J.Baunders, H.Tierney,P,0'Brien,
J.Bent,J.Byrne,L.Power,M.Brennan,
- J.Kenny,

H.Coughlan,G.Holohan,L.O’Doherty,
P .Purfie ld,now}le lan ,Lt‘f*’he lal'] s
L.Noble,J,0'Connor, P, O'Brien,

C.McCarthy, J.Saunders, L.‘I&hélan, ‘
E.Farrell,P.Rossiter,T.Wall (decd),
etigy

b

J. Murphy, J,Duffy, T. Garrett.

M.Brennan, R.licLoughlin, G.Walker,
J.Kelly, L.Power, C.McCar thy,
é.Sher;ock, J.Saunders,L.Whelan,
O'Reilly, E.Whelan, A.Tuke.
P.Purfield,E.Kelly,L.Whelan,
M.Forde,L.Noble,J.Saunders,
C.McCarthy,H.Sexton, L,Fogarty, "
J.Kelly,J.Doyle,E.Whelan,E.Farrellgﬁ
G.0'Reilly, J.Grace, L R

Bt
8

b
AN
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OPERATIONS OF NO. & COMPANY.,

Date, Qperation, Names of men engaget - Remarks.

Whit,1918. Forced march to Coronation J.Ryan, D.Hannon, H.Kenny,P. Mullins
Plantation with tools and J.Timmons,P.Brady, J.Croker, Kit
* explosives. Cyclists with Mullins (arrested).
T explosives arrested.

Apl., i918. General training in Coy. at this time attached to
explosives and demolitions., 111 Battn.

Jan., 1919, Raid for shotguns on Lauder, T. Atkins, T. Bryan, J.H. Doyle.
Dentist, Harold's Cross.

Apl, 19193% Maynooth Town Hall blown up J. Ryan, S.J. O'Reilly.
(vy order of Rory O'Connor).

do . Raid for arms, Ieeson Stree t.A. Doyle, J. O'Brien.
Dec. 21.'19. Raid on "“Independent" J.Ryan, P.larkin, T.Bryan,
Offices. D, McArtli.McEvoy ,H.Kenny,T.Byrne,
T.McEvoy,
1920, Raid on D, & S.E.Ry. for J.Ryan, P. Mullins, D. Coates,
rails, etc,
* Aug. 12. Dismentling fake mines in  J. Ryan (and J. Plunkett).

‘ Stepaside Bks,

Firing of Stepaside Bks, M.McEvoy, J.Ryan, H.Kenny,
J.0'Hara, 8.J,0'Reilly, T.Bryan,
M.Kellegher, D.O'Driscoll,
T.McEvoy, J.Jopes, T.Duffy,
A.Doyle, J.Daly, J.Kiernan,
T.Barry, J.Greene,P.Kavanagh,
J.Christie, P.McLoughlin, J.Tully,
L.Broe, L.,Brennan, P.Drennan,
P.licBvoy, T.Treacy, B.Short,
M.Duggan, P.Mullins, D.Coates,
JsH.Doyle, Sean Burke, J.Griues,

. G.Hampton, D.Hannon, P.Byrne,
G. Brogan,

Sept. lg.ﬁyaklmbush by Auxies at Gen,Batt. Parade. - Arrested =
Kilmashogue. T, O'Weffe, A.,Doyle, S.ledwidge,
L.McLoughlin, J.Grimes,P.McEvoy,
3 H.lLarkin, W,McGrath, E.Kirwin,
J.Ryan,

do. # Removal of Coy's dump to T. Byrae, J, O'¥rien, J., Kelly,
Plunketts, Fitzwilliam St. T.Treacy.

Dec., 4’30 Disarming British Officer D. O'Driscoll.
in North King Street.

4 2 Start of armed patrols - one Section each night, 3 nights per
week i/c.Coy. Capt. lst and 2nd
Lieutenant,
1920, Raid for arms on Fletcher . Déyle, T.,Ipescly.

and Phillipson's,

Raid on Dalkey Castle. H. Kenny, P. Iarkin, T. HcEvay.

Removal of P.McGrath's
dump from Aungier Street. P
TN Raid on University Church H.Kenny, J.Tully, J.Griﬁﬁ@

. :"Wff"
for Mauser Rifle, . T.McLoughlin, J.Dunne,

s Py
e




Vo.3 Coy. Contd.

Date,

1920.

1821,
Feb.

May .

June.,

1921,
July 1Cth.

Truce.

1921,

Qperation,

Raid in Clonliffe Road for

arms.,

Removal of dump from
T.Bryan's, Henrietta Street
to J. Ryan's.

Raid on Stephens', Aston
Quay.

Attempt to ambush Gen.
Tudor at Dublin Castle.

Ambush at Holles Street,

Raid on Steamer at Ringsend.

Burning of Custom House,

#

Laying of mines at
Palumerston (Sean McKeown's
rescue ),

Destruction of tyres, etc,
(Boycott ) at Sth., William
Street,

Raid on Castle Agent,
Cuffe Street,

Raid for arms, Barrow St.

Raid on Mulholland;s Rope
Factory.

Raid on Paul's, Aungier St
for tools.

Raid on Robinsont's Sth.
King 8t. (Batteries).

Raid on B,T.H., Trinity 8t.
for Gables and Batteries,

2 raids on Morgan Mooney's
for tools.

Raid on Gas ﬁorks for
tools.

Raid on Paul & Vincents,

Raid on Tramsheds,Earl
Place.

ATTLE 18

Nameg of men engaged - Remarks,

J., Tully, T. Bryan,

J. Grimes, T. Byrne.

J.
P.

Tully . J. Dunne,
ILarkin,

D. Hannon,

L.Roche, T. McGuire, P.Drennan,
H.Kenny, P. Larkin, G.Hampton,
L.Brennan, etc,

A,Byrne, P.larkin, L.May, J.Tully,
T.Byrne, T, McEvoy, B.Short.

G.Hampton, P.larkin,
J. Bowes,

J.Ahearn,

J.0O'Hara,
J.JOnes,
—
J.O'Hara, P.Mullins, P.Drennan,

Sean Condron, L.May, L.Roche. s

J.Tully, T.Byrne, e
J.Dunne,

J.0'Hara, J.Gahan,
? Byrne, J. Jones,

Ji Tully.
T. Duffy

in charge) — \{ﬁj
J.Klernan b o Tomklns 38 O'Drlscoll 7
J.Grimes, “P‘xﬁ%
J. Kiernan, J. Greene,D.0'Driscoll,
E,.Flynn. s
2. Barey: i
J. O'Hare, J.Jones, T. Byrne. i
S ]
J. O'Hara, J.Jones, T. Byrne. =
P et
J. O'Hara, J.Tully, J}<ggg§s, ﬁ;

T > B}frne @

P.,larkin, J,Tully, J.Hanlon, [
8.0'Connor ,J .Bowe,J.Q0'Brien T.ﬁ

Pelutty,) L. 78690 5. O Connor\ 8
P.McEvoy, B.Higgins, P. O'Reilay,g
J. Bowe, ;

i 4:.'
S, O’Connqr,%

2 §®J~~f”
8. O'Connor, J. Ahearn, Eﬁ{@f
Ll

JTully, J.Bowe,
J. Ahearn.
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No,4 COMPANY, 5th BATTALION.

Senior Junior Officers,
Date., Engageuwent, Officer. N,C.0s. & Men,
- 12%h May, 130, D.M.P.Bk. Crumlin. P.Dunne. M.Kerr, J. Larkin,
4 , R.Eustace, F.Molloy.
. R.I,C. " Rockbrook. = P, Byrne,
" R.I.C. ™ Tallaght, 8 .McGlynn. A.Hyland, J.iolloy,
M.Kerr,J.Brovne,
P.King, W.Dowling,
¢ .Gunning,G.Dowling,
R.Eustace, J.Dillon, }
P.0'Sullivan,P, Byrne, -
J+«Pnillips, P.McGrath,
J.Gough, W.Downes,
L.Hudson, T.Darcy,
J.MacDermott ,A . Hearne,
J Hynes,T,Eustace,
J.Murray.
Sept. 1920. Kilmashogue, 3. Rysn, (. .Mulvaney, J.Murray,
SW Downes, H. Larkin,
& ,Hyland, P.Dunne,
E (J.Gargan, - Smith,
<(D.Byrne ,J Hickey,
: 2P, 0'Sullivan,R. Eustacef
g(J.Buckley}W.'Walshe, :
t(J.Kinsella, J.Dowdall,
H(D.Mulholland, P.Meade,
(CeBaldwin, G.Dowling,'g
éR .Spadacinnia,L.McGrets
& ,Behan M . Kerr,
F.Molloy, M.Kerr,
J.Dillon, C.Woods,
J.Machermott, L.Wllson,
P.:McGrath,G. O Byrne.
April,1o21. Telegraph Office, J. Larkin. C.Gunning, J.Hynes,
Inchicore Works." J.Gough.,

" Telegraph Office, P.Saunders,  J.Brown, J. Bremnnem, =’
Ballyboden and raid : G.Dowling, T Donnelxyrﬁ
in district for tools, D.MacNeill.

" Tree felling Grange P.Saunders. J.Brennan,T. Donnelly, i
Road . W.Irons, D MacNeill, i !
' T.Fox, %g}

“ | Raid for arms, P. Hickey, C.Gunning, J.Dowdall,
Bluebell, Dobells JHynes. 5L
House and Viaytes. : j S

W
May, 1921, Pilot Engine taken D.Holland., J.Gough, C. Gunningﬁ;...g_g
t0 remove Sig. P. Moore,
material etc, from '\ 2 ;
Kingsbtridge, 4
" Collscting levy from: J, Larkin, J. Gough, D. Devane. |
" nostile civil servants, 5 ' . N

Rathmines Dlstr1ct

" . Raid for tools,Kings- J. Iarkin. P.Moore, D.Dev
. bridge and Inchicore. J.Goff, G.Gunn
: Js Hynes, B

Raid on D.B.,& S.T.Co. P.Saunders. 2, Byrne




" No, 4 Coy. Contd,

Date. Engagement.

May, 1921. Mine laying. Lucan.

" 24 hours' post duty
; on same,
» Removing saue

(7 days later).

" Troop Train,
Drumeondrea

" Custom House,

. Baid on D.B. & ®.8,

T.00, Tor mails,

June, 1921. Mails raid D.B, & T.
: . 8.T7.Co.(10 days later),

. Troop Train,Killester,

August,1921. Training Camp.

March, 1922. Dunvilles Whiskey
raids.

Senior
Qfficer.

J. Da.ly.

Jd. Daly.
J. Larkin.

J. Daly.
8. Irwin,
D. Holland.
Jyobaly.,
J.‘Paly.

L.0'Doherty.

L.0'Doherty.

A7 ( 7,)/1: |

Junior Officers,
K,C.08. & Men,

J. Brown, B. Irwin,
P. McGrath,
P. Saunders,

J.Brennan ,D.MacNeill,
P,.Saunders, S.Irwin,

C.Gunning,J.Gough,
W.Holland ,P,Saunders,

J«Brown, J, Gough,
& . Hyland, L, Hudson,
J.larkin, D.Devane,

T.Doyle, P. Moore,
J+ Nolan, L.O'Neill,.
0. Woods,

B avrie, T. Doyle,,~
J.Gough, D.MacNeill,
P.Saunders,W.Holland.

P.Byrne, W.Irons,
T.Fox,D.MacNeill,
P, Baunders,

J . Brown 4 8. Irwin / il
L. Hudson, T. l€g,
D. MacNeill,J.Larkin,

Batt. Job, \
Coy. 0.,C. M, Kerr,
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Military Serviee Pensions Act, 1934

In connection with the above I wish to claim on behalf of
the 5th Battalion ( Engineers) Dublin Brigade, that th.s Unit be
treated as a special Unit for the purposes of Service Pensions.

I1f the ordinary Active Service tests for Infantry Units were
applied to the Bth Battalion it would result in an injustice to the
men for the following reasons:- ]

This Battalion was organised on the basis of men being =
picked from the Infantry Battalions who had a special knowledge viz.
Engineers, Electricians, Carpenters, etc. At first a Company was
formed consisting of a section from each of the four Battaliens.
Eventually a Battalion was formed limited to a Company of twenty-
five picked men from each of the four Infantry Battalions i.e. one
hundred men in &ll.  In due course this number was extended and
no limit was placed to the number of men in this Battalioen.

These men had to undergo a long perioda of instruction in
the handling of explosives, detonators, calculations of amount
of explosives for a particular job, etc., and in studying maps
and plans of telephone cables, manholes, etc., throughout the city
of Dublin with a view to the isolation of particular areas.
consequently during this period of instruction men were withdrwwn
from the ordinary Infantry activities which normally would
constitute active service.

In addition to the above, the nature of their training
precluded them, as a rule, from taking partiin any military
operations as their serviees were required only when a large
military operation was being performed, viz., attempts at derailing
troop trains, or isolation of large areas, as in the case of the
burning of the Custom House. Had these men been allowed to
continue in their Infantry Battalions they would probably have
partaken in the engagements of their respective Units.
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In determining what was Active Service in the 5th Battalion,
it may be argued that these men were not, generally speaking, called
upon to take part in ambushes, etc., they did not run as great a
risk aa the Infantry. It should be pointed out that from the point
of view of the enemy activities that every time during the period
of instruction which continued up to the beginning of the Civil War
that Sections went to test, and to familiarise themselves in the use
of explosives or to be shown a Manhole and what it contained, in the
streets of Dublin, they ran just as great as the men on ambush duty,.
Further, every time that any work had to be carried out either for &
training er for an actual military operation, raids nad to be made
for the various tools required, viz., sledge-hammers, Bolt-cutters,
acetylene plants, etc,

Further, these men were recognised by Headquatters as being in
a separate category, when it was found necessary, for instruction
purposes at any rate, to place them under a separate Department of
\ the I,R.A. under the Director of Engineering.

Also, Officers of the 5th Battalion were not elected by the men
as in the case of Qther Battalions but were appointed by Headquarters
as 1t was recognised that special qualifications were required.

In these circumstances I shall be obliged if the Board will be
good enough to give this matter special consideration ao as to
ensure that due recognition will be given to the men who performed
this special work.

Mise, le meas,

: Mwnu{.
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30th Merchy 1936.

The Secretary,

Military Service Pensions Committes,
Griffith Berrsacks,

Dublin.

Record of Activities of 5th Bn.
Dublin Brigade 1919-1921.

As 2 result of my interview with the Advisory Committes
it has occurred to me that & document containing the above
- would be of asssistance to the Advisory Committes in its
consideration of applications. I accordingly enclose &
copy of such & record the original of which is in my
; - possession.

In order that the Committee may properly appreciate
‘the value of this record I give here the method of its
compilatlon

The Battalion Couneil decided that in order to assist -
claimants to £ill up their forms it would be necessary that-ﬁmvad
each Company should prepare & record of its aet1v1tleaﬁ :

together with a record of the officers of the unit and the
gerloé during which each officer held his appointment. These
ompany records on completion were forwarded to the Battalion ‘
Council for serutiny end approval, and the enclosed is the 5
finally approved regord. e

Whilst this record was primarily compiled for the purpose
stated above,it had the sdditionel vealue that it prevented a

- man meking an inaceurate oleim or a false claim, i.e. presuming
: he sought the assistance of his eompany officers in preparing
his claim. g i

It will be noted that this record d&oces not cover the
activities of the unit from whieh this Battalion orlglnate& -
"K" Coy. or G.H.Q. Engineering unit. ,

-~

I would like to teke the opportunity ef stressing thq

fact that the sctivities of the units were for & long time

confined to orgenisation, training, and procurement of e Prd

ment . mg ing hed to be mainly theoretical as it was out ﬁf
on

the ques 0 give practicel. Q@u@nﬂaﬁmtiona in the Dublmn,
area of the t ecry taught.

l\'
ﬁ

This res tlon of @aetivities weas direet&& aua to t
gpecific orde the D&r%g r of Bngineering who was no 7
prepared to risk tha loss (through desth or 1mprlsonment) ef ay
comparatively highly trained men by permitting them to enbage ‘
in embushes etc. He held the view that st eny time & ﬂpiBiﬂ ‘
might arise which mﬁght dem&nﬁ.wholasale ﬁemolxt;@n.im
nublingaraa end he looked upen this unit as a "spec

ﬁhg use the expression) teibe mamnta&aea-_ ‘




il e - A1) JEM

- 2 @

an emergency. His view was that this was the main reason
for the existence of the unit; and that if he agreed to the
unit engeging in sotivities normel to the other four infantry
Bettelions there would be no justification for its existence
&8s a separate unit,and its personnel should be absorbed into
the other Battalions. .

I stress this point becesuse it has appeared to me that
the operation of this polioy might now have an adverse :
influence on the elaims of men of the unit to "active" service.
Their cases are not on & par with those of men-of other units
who were never selected for an operation. In the case of
the 5th Bn. there existed a definite prohibition ageinst
engaging in operations other them those of & purely engiheering
character. I think this is a fgetor which should have ean
importent bearing upon the claims of personnel of the 5th

Battalion.
/ _ COLONEL.

¢.8.0., G.2 Branch.

&

IVIB .
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